Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 HONG K 09450 150950Z 

21 

ACTION SY-05 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO EUR-12 SCS-03 SCA-01 CIAE-00 

INR-07 NSAE-00 JUSE-00 TRSE-00 PPT-01 COME-OO EB-07 

/044 W 

077639 

PR 15083 1Z AUG 75 
FM AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
TO AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
SECSTATE WASHDC 6437 

CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 9450 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINR (BANCROFT, WILLIAM, H„ JR.) 

SUB J : WILLIAM H. BANCROFT, JR. 

REF: BONN 13143 

1. THE CONSULATE GENERAL HAS HAD SOME EXPERIENCE WITH MR. BANCROFT 
AS HAS EMBASSY BANGKOK. HE HAS BEEN OCCASIONALLY RESIDENT IN 

HONG KONG OVER THE PAST YEAR HAD HAS REGALED US WITH LONG ACCOUNTS OF 
NEAR-BILLION DOLLAR DEALS INVOLVING INTERNATIONAL INTRIGUE, BUT NONE 
OF THEM HAVE EVER SEEMED TO WORK OUT. AT ONE POINT, A WORRIED COMPANY 
IN THE UNITED STATES, WHICH WANTED TO SEVER CONNECTIONS WITH HIM, TELE- 
PHONED US TO OBTAIN OUR DENIAL THAT BANCROFT WAS WORKING WITH 
"U.S. INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES" IN HONG KONG. 

AT ANOTHER POINT, HE BROUGHT AROUND A 

TAPED TELEPHONE CALL FROM A BANKER IN FRANKFURT WHO SOUNDED 
AMAZINGLY AS HE WERE WILLING TO OFFER BANCROFT UNLIMTED CREDIT. 

2. THE INSIDE POLITICAL INFORMATION THAT BANCROFT PICKS UP AS HE 
CONSTRUCTS HIS INTERN AIONAL DEALS HAS ALSO NOT PROVED OUT SO FAR. 

3. WE SUGGEST THAT EMBASSY BONN TREAT THE GENTLEMAN WITH 
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EXTREME RESERVATION. 
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